almost every topic of the day and former days;
and Mr.  Irving afterwards  frequently alluded
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to the incident as being* a very great gratifica-
tion to him. Not many months afterwards, he
sat on the platform and joined in Bryant's trib-
ute to the genius of the departed novelist.

September 18, 1851, Irving wrote: " The
death of Fenimore Cooper is an event of deep
and public concern. To me it comes with a
shock; for it seems but the other day that I
saw him at Putnam's, in the full vigor of mind
and body, ' a very castle of a man.' He left
a space in our literature which will not be easilye
